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HOW TO USE THIS HANDBOOK 
  
  
This Handbook is designed for students to use on two occasions:  (1) before applying to the 
Arts and Humanities Scholars Program, and (2) when working as a Scholar.  
 
1. To students who have general questions about the program, we suggest that you read 

through this entire Handbook and seek advisement at the Undergraduate Research 
Office, 180 South College Ave. (831-8995; UndergradResearch@udel.edu).  Then 
consult the faculty research projects for your area of interest.  These are located on the 
web at http://www.urp.udel.edu/; select ‘Faculty Project Listings’ under the ‘Research 
Opportunities’ menu.   

 
2. Feel free also to contact any of the students listed in the directory at the back of this 

Handbook to request a first-hand account of the summer and academic-year research 
apprenticeships from a student’s point of view.  

  
3. At the beginning of their summer apprenticeships, Scholars should reread Section III of 

the Handbook.  During the summer, any Scholar or faculty sponsor may contact the 
Undergraduate Research Office by e-mail (UndergradResearch@udel.edu) or phone 
(831-8995) for assistance. 

http://www.urp.udel.edu/
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I.  PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 
  
ELIGIBLE RESEARCH AREAS:  
  
Arts and Humanities Scholars are University sophomores and juniors who serve in-depth 
apprenticeships with faculty researchers in the following departments. 
 
Art  Foreign Languages and Literatures 
Art Conservation  History 
Art History  Music 
English  Philosophy 
 
THE SCHOLARS AWARDS:  
  
Sophomores and juniors who are majors in the participating departments and who hold a 
g.p.i. of at least 3.0 with 3.5 in the major--or who have the endorsement of their department 
chairperson--are eligible to apply.  Each student chosen to be an Art or Humanities Scholar 
will receive a merit-based stipend of $3000 with an additional housing allowance of $500.  
Supplemental scholarship money is available for Scholars with high financial need; to 
inquire about applying for a scholar supplement, schedule an appointment with Meg 
Meiman (meiman@udel.edu), Coordinator of the Undergraduate Research Program.  
Faculty researchers sponsoring Scholars receive support in the amount of $500.  The 
Scholars work full-time for ten weeks during the summer following the sophomore or 
junior year, and they continue their research for three credits during the following 
academic year without further remuneration from the program.  For students who become 
Scholars the summer after their junior year, the research done during the following 
academic year may be part of the senior thesis for Degree with Distinction or Honors 
Degree with Distinction.   
 
Be aware that these awards are highly competitive. 
 
THE RESEARCH PROJECT:  
  
The Scholars Program requires that a Scholar’s project advance not only the learning of the 
student but also, and equally, the research of the faculty sponsor.  In fact, the research is to 
be a collaborative effort.  A sophomore applicant will generally join a research project that 
the faculty member has initiated.  A junior may have identified a topic for a senior thesis 
and be seeking a faculty member whose research interests mesh with the student’s own 
research goals. 
 
SHARING WORK-IN-PROGRESS: 
 
Arts and Humanities Scholars participate in weekly informal meetings during the summer 
to share their ongoing research experiences.  These meetings are facilitated by the 

mailto:meiman@udel.edu
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Undergraduate Research Program Summer Program Assistant.  At the end of the summer, 
Scholars share work-in-progress more formally at the Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences 
in View, held on the Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday of the last week of second summer 
session.   Attendance at these presentations is required of all Arts, Humanities and Social 
Science Scholars and is open to other interested students, faculty, and family members of 
the presenters.  Previous year’s programs can be viewed on the web at 
http://www.urp.udel.edu 
 
PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION:  
  
The Arts and Humanities Scholars Program is administered by the University of Delaware’s 
Undergraduate Research Program in cooperation with participating academic 
departments.  Dr. Lynnette Overby is the Faculty Director, and Meg Meiman is the 
Coordinator.   

http://www.urp.udel.edu/
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 II. WHAT WILL YOU GAIN IF YOU PARTICIPATE? 
 
Here are five Scholars’ reports of the gains they have experienced: 
 
Art major: 
 
“This summer has been a huge growth experience for me as a young artist.  My 
participation in research presented to me the moral and financial help which were key to 
my learning experience.   Because my advisor was determined to help me realize my true 
intent in artwork, she constantly questioned my purpose and reasoning for every stroke 
and image I produced.  Subsequently, my ideas became clearer and closer to my intent at 
each additional meeting.” 

 
Liberal Studies major: 
 
 “The experience has been invaluable to me overall.  Since I plan on doing this kind of work 

in the future, this summer let me know that I enjoyed it and that I could be productive and 
creative, even in the summer heat.  Both the experience of research and the material I was 
researching have been decisive in my formulation of ideas for graduate studies.  I am quite 
startled that so much has happened this summer—it certainly did not feel pressured, and 
perhaps that is why so much did happen.” 

 
English major: 
 
 “For many students, the whole undergraduate experience is fraught with vacillation, 

uncertainty, lack of time and lack of resources.  This summer it was a pleasure to 
experience the research opportunity, the luxury of time and resources and the occasion to 
work closely with a faculty member.  I feel lucky to have been a part of this extraordinary 
program.” 

 
Music major: 
 
 “Compared to how much I learned on my own this summer, standard course work seems 

like passive spoon-feeding.  A self-initiated  project is so much more personal and more 
interesting.  This summer I explored answers to questions of personal value.  I was 
motivated by a natural curiosity and an ambition to contribute something to the field.” 

 
Comparative Literature major: 
 
 “This experience provided me with a better idea of where my scholarly interests lie.  As 

opposed to a course, the program allowed me the freedom to explore wherever my mind 
took me.  Of course, sometimes my ideas led to dead ends, but I found that out on my own.  
And, in the process, I always learned something.” 



 

 4 
  

 III. WHAT DO ARTS AND HUMANITIES SCHOLARS DO? 
  
How do Arts and Humanities Scholars spend their summers?  The answer to that question 
varies with the discipline and the specific project of the researcher.  Following are excerpts 
from some Scholars’ descriptions of the projects they have worked on: 
 
Art 
 
 “My summer research was in Color Interactions.  I went on to illustrate Chevreals’ color 

theories in my ceramic and ceramic decal work.  I had to learn where to purchase all of the 
necessary materials, how to make the silk screens for printing the art, how to do a four 
color separation with the Macintosh computer (along with how to make a plaster mold 
release a ceramic piece when the possibility of a release looks bleak).  I also created the 
original model for the ceramic plates I am making, which I hope will be successful.” 

 
  
“This summer allowed me to take my ideas to a higher level, which, in turn demanded 
more preparation.  My sketches had to be more planned and my reference pictures had to 
be exactly what I needed.  My advisor led me to never be satisfied with a mediocre picture 
source, for all that will result is frustration.  I needed to take the extra time and patience 
to shoot and reshoot my models until the pictures fitted my ideas.  Consequently, I learned 
from each photo shooting session and increasingly brought more knowledge and light to 
the proceeding ones.  My advisor was correct when she warned me that the preparation 
time and effort I would invest in each of my paintings would outweigh the time and effort I 
put forth literally painting.” 

 
Art History 
 
 “Attempting to discover the identity of a small, metal plaque of a man on horseback was a 

much more complicated process than I had imagined.  I really felt like a detective once I 
began.  There were many more possibilities than I suspected and trying to find something 
that fit all the pieces together is a task which I still have not entirely completed.  From the 
beginning we were fairly certain that the rider is a saint.  But then one enters into the 
category of warrior saints, of which there are at least seven or eight.  And then, looking in 
Byzantine, Medieval, Coptic and any Russian art books, one tries to find a country from 
which the piece comes and maybe even a date at which it was made.” 

 
English 
 
 “I began my summer research with the works of Robert Jay Lifton, as psychohistorical 

background to my main study of survivor literature.  I began to read both fictional and 
non-fictional accounts of the Holocaust, as well as critical works by writers such as 
Terrence Des Pres and Lawrence Langer.  My advisor encouraged me to investigate such 
genres as film and comic strip, ensuring a varied collection of sources.” 
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English/Film 
 
 “This summer I was able to closely examine the psychology that influences feminist film 

theory, not just the theory itself.  I also had time to examine several topics (such as 
feminism, film, and literature) simultaneously and to grasp their relationships.” 

 
Foreign Languages and Literatures 
 
 “Over the course of the summer I have read and analyzed two rather lengthy short stories 

in Russian.  I have explored the social science of Semiotics as a theoretical justification for 
my studies.  In addition I have digested countless articles and English translations from the 
Russian.” 

 
 
“I am happy to say that I did progress in my knowledge of eighteenth-century written 
French, scientific theory, modern literary theories, and the difficult transformation of a 
scientific theory to a literary theory.” 

 
History/American Studies 
 
 “I worked on a project involving American Social History.  My advisor was interested in the 

process of suburbanization and urbanization in relation to the concept of the garden and 
the middle class, in the period 1790-1869.  Specifically, I studied the middle class desire to 
emulate the wealthy, in living areas and living conditions.  My research took me to many 
libraries in Philadelphia and Delaware.  During the summer I worked extensively at the 
Historical Society of Pennsylvania, the Library Company of Philadelphia, the Library of the 
University of Pennsylvania and Morris Library.  I concentrated my work in primary 
sources. I learned that manuscripts and rare primary sources are often hard to find.  I 
learned how to track down a source from a small original reference, or to go from one 
reference back to the original sources.” 

 
Music History 
 
 “For each era in the horn's evolution I have gathered specific information, located sources 

of any other necessary information, and chosen specific pieces to use as examples.  I have 
also begun to edit a third chamber piece, which I will finish as soon as possible.  The three 
edited works, when juxtaposed and compared, demonstrate clearly the horn’s growth from 
a purely harmonic instrument to a melodic one.  I made a trip to the Library of Congress 
which was highly successful.  I located many sources of information that are unavailable 
to me here.  I will be writing to Prague requesting any information they have.” 
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Music Performance 
 
“This research project granted me the opportunity to delve into a specific area of the 
percussion world, to focus on one percussion instrument and research its history through 
its music.  In addition, the experience of studying under world-class marimbists, 
performers and artists of high renown in their field, is a rare one that I found exciting and 
inspirational.  I feel my growth as a musician was greatly enhanced by participating as a 
summer Scholar.” 

 
Philosophy 
 
“I set out to find as much modern criticism of St. Anselm’s argument for the incarnation of 
God as is reasonably available and I accomplished that.  After hundreds of word searches 
in Delcat, joint searches with the Inter-Library Loan staff and plenty of journal reading, I 
have a greater appreciation for research and my inclination thereto.  I have discovered 
how I best do research and organize information.” 
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IV. HOW TO APPLY 
 
1. ADVICE: BEFORE YOU APPLY 
 
The following suggestions have been made by former Arts and Humanities Scholars for 
students who are considering applying to the program.  These steps are designed to help 
you decide whether you would enjoy and benefit from being in the program.  
 
 a. Talking to Experienced Scholars  
  

Overwhelmingly, experienced Scholars urge potential new Scholars to “Talk to 
students who have participated in the program.”  Juniors and seniors who have 
already worked on projects of interest to you or with faculty you might be 
interested in working with can help to give you an idea of the nature of specific 
projects and their likelihood of providing you with the personal and academic 
experience you are seeking.  You are encouraged to contact one or more of the 
experienced Scholars listed in the Directory at the end of this handbook .  

 
  
 b.  Meeting Professors  
 

While speaking with experienced Scholars, you will want to meet with one or more 
professors.  Talk with faculty whose courses you have especially enjoyed.  Study the 
project descriptions listed in the “Faculty Projects” section of the Undergraduate 
Program website, http://www.urp.udel.edu.  Read books and articles in the library 
that are written by faculty whose work or subject area interests you.  Visit faculty; 
discuss with them what their projects are about and what they believe that you as 
an undergraduate researcher would be able to contribute.  Discuss the potential that 
projects hold for a senior thesis.  Or present your own idea for a thesis. 

 
  
 c.  Designing an Apprenticeship Project 
   

The students and faculty who collaborate on the design of research projects for an 
Arts and Humanities Scholar application face a challenge that is somewhat different 
from that faced by applicants in the sciences and engineering, for whom there is an 
experimental or analytical research component.  In the Humanities, there are no 
machines to build or run, just library searching, reading and writing.  Thus, the 
faculty member must think creatively about his or her own research program to find 
a way in which the student can profitably participate. In all cases, the student will 
have to reflect deeply to articulate his or her own most lively interests, and the 
faculty sponsor will have to work creatively to integrate those evolving interests 
with his or her own.  What have students had to say about this challenge? 
 

http://urp.udel.edu/
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 “The structure of the Humanities Scholars program is, I think, one of its greatest 
strengths.  By working on similar, but not identical, projects, my advisor and I 
were able to collaborate on our relevant findings every week.  While her 
presence was essential to me when I was confused, I never felt obligated to 
report to her while my work was proceeding smoothly.” 

 
 “Some professors can be very receptive to student interest in their research 

because a student may ask the right question that brings along a new idea, or 
bring into play something picked up from another class or outside reading 
which will still be fresh in the student’s mind while it may be, even if already 
familiar, covered with the obscuring patina of time and distance for the 
professor. My recommendation to faculty is that they give serious consideration 
to how they can help get a student started on the long road of researching what 
must be a definitely researchable, but not overworked, project.  Secondly, they 
should consider to what extent their own work can be enhanced by direct 
student participation.” 

 
 
2. APPLICATION PROCEDURE: 
 
To apply, students must submit a research proposal containing a project description that 
has been developed with the faculty sponsor.  Included in this proposal are: 
 
1. the general questions under investigation 
2. the method used to address these questions 
3. a short bibliography of readings with which the student will begin 
4. an explanation of how the Scholar’s work will relate to the faculty sponsor’s own 

research program 
5. a projected time-table for the ten-week summer period. 
 
A support letter from your faculty sponsor must also be included.  Applications will be 
available online on January 8th, 2010, on the Undergraduate Research Program website, 
http://www.urp.udel.edu , and must be submitted by March 1, 2010. Sample applications 
are available on the website. 
 
 
3. ACCEPTANCE STATEMENT:  
  
Once you receive the offer of an Arts and Humanities Scholar Award, you have two weeks 
to return the acceptance form.  If during this time any doubts arise about whether you 
should take the award, talk them over with your faculty sponsor and with Dr. Lynnette 
Overby (overbyl@udel.edu) or Meg Meiman (meiman@udel.edu) in order to reach the 
right decision for your particular situation.   
 

http://www.urp.udel.edu/
mailto:overbyl@udel.edu
mailto:meiman@udel.edu
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NOTE:  The Scholars Program is a full-time commitment for the 10-week award period; 
during these 10 weeks, with rare exceptions, a Scholar may not hold any other job.  An 
exception must have the written permission of the Undergraduate Research Program.  If 
financial  concerns lead you to consider declining an award, be sure to speak with Meg 
Meiman (meiman@udel.edu), the Coordinator, to discuss your eligibility for supplemental 
funding. 

 

mailto:meiman@udel.edu
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V.  NOW THAT I AM A SCHOLAR 
  
1.  BEFORE THE END OF THE SEMESTER 

 
a. Orientation Meeting    

   
An orientation meeting for new Arts and Humanities Scholars will be held in May.  
This meeting will be about one hour long and will provide you with an opportunity 
to ask whatever questions you have about the program and your role in it.  This 
meeting will also help you to become acquainted with other new Scholars and with 
the program’s administrative personnel. At this meeting you will receive your Letter 
of Intent form.  

  
b. Letter of Intent 

 
The Letter of Intent, signed by both you and your faculty sponsor, must be 
submitted to the Undergraduate Research Office by May 15.  In this Letter, you 
identify the project on which you will be working and briefly outline the tasks you, 
as an undergraduate assistant, will attempt.  The Letter is the Program's signal that 
you have met with your faculty advisor, received a substantial introduction to the 
project, and have previewed your role in it.  (This Letter's statement is a prediction, 
not a “contract”; it is understood that your plans may change in response to actual 
developments of the research project.)   
 
A bibliography must be included with your Letter of Intent to indicate that your 
advisor has helped you begin to investigate the literature related to your research 
area.  
  

  Your Letter of Intent must be on file in the Undergraduate Research Office before 
your stipend can be issued to you and before your faculty member's summer 
support can be issued to him or her.  

 
c. Undergraduate Research Symposium 

 
All Scholars will attend the Undergraduate Research Symposium held on the 
Saturday morning after Honors Day in early May.  In April you will register for the 
oral presentation sessions that you choose to attend. 

 
d.   Summer Session Research Course Registration   

 
To record on your transcript and in the University’s records system that you are 
working in research on the campus during the summer, you are required to register, 
for each summer session, under a special course number.  The course number for 
first summer session is UNIV-369-010; the course number for second summer 
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session is UNIV-369-910.  The course title in both cases is: Undergrad Research 
Sustaining.  This course earns zero (0) credits; therefore, there is no tuition charge.  
It is graded P/F.   
 
When you register, you will be charged the University’s “sustaining fee” of $25.00 
for each summer session (a total of $50.00 in 2010).  If you intend to seek 
permission to take a credit course, see the section below titled “MAY I TAKE A 
CREDIT COURSE?” 

 
2.   HEALTH 
 

a.   Insurance 
   

Because your stipend is not considered a wage, you are not insured by Workman's 
Compensation if you are injured during your apprenticeship.  For this reason, you 
are required to have summer health and accident insurance coverage either through 
your parents' policy, through the accident policy program sponsored by the 
University, or through some other policy of your own.  If you presently do not have 
any insurance coverage, you should enroll in the student plan during the month of 
May, the last “open” period before your internship begins.  Two plans provide 
student coverage from June 1 to August 31.  The Blue Plan will cost $390; the Blue 
and Gold Plan will cost $473.  For full information about policy enrollment, benefits, 
deductions, and exclusions, see http://www.udel.edu/shs/insurance/guid0910.pdf  

 
b.  Student Health Fee  

 
Paying a summer session’s health fee is optional.  It covers all the services covered 
by the student health fee during the academic year.  It must be paid directly at the 
Student Health Center, either  at the beginning of the summer or  when you first wish 
to use a student health service.  During the summer, you may also pay on a fee-for-
service basis if you prefer. 

 
3.  STIPEND 
 

a.  Payment of Stipend 
 

Scholars will receive a stipend of $3000 with an additional housing allowance of 
$500.  If Scholars choose to live on campus in the Undergraduate Research 
residence hall, their housing allowance will cover the full cost of this housing for ten 
weeks and will be paid directly to UD’s Conference Services office, which 
administers our housing.  If Scholars choose to live off-campus, they will receive 
their housing allowance included in their stipend payment.  Scholars are issued two 
payments, the first at the beginning of the first summer session in early June 
(assuming that the Undergraduate Research Office has received the student’s Letter 

http://www.udel.edu/shs/insurance/guid0910.pdf
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of Intent), and the second at the end of the second summer session (assuming that 
the Undergraduate Research Office has received the student’s Evaluation).   

 
 b.  Taxes on Scholar Stipends  
 

Like graduate student fellowships, all Scholar stipends are considered by the federal 
government to be taxable income. Note:  Since most students are in a very low tax 
bracket, for most this income is not enough to require large tax payments.  Taxes are 
not withheld from your checks and the scholarship income is not reported by the 
University.  You are expected to report the income under “Other Income” on page 
one of the 1040 form; for “type and amount,” list “Scholarship $3,500.”  Arts and 
Humanities Scholar awards are not subject to Social Security taxes. 

 
 4.  MAY I WORK FOR MORE THAN TEN WEEKS?  
  
Yes, you may work longer than the ten weeks for which you are committed by the summer 
portion of the Humanities Scholars Program.  As far as your research experience is 
concerned, it is beneficial for you to do so since the time you spend becomes increasingly 
productive as you become more familiar with your project.  However, the decision is 
entirely up to you.  
 
5.   MAY I TAKE A CREDIT COURSE?  
  
The summer Arts and Humanities Scholars Program requires a full-time commitment, one 
that prohibits your assuming other major responsibilities such as outside 
employment or a course.  However, the Program makes one exception to this 
understanding:  you may take a summer session course if your faculty research sponsor 
demonstrates that the course is a direct help to your ability to conduct your Scholar 
research.  You must also have written permission from the Undergraduate Research 
Program.  The “Scholars’ Credit Course Permission Form” must be picked up from, 
completed, and returned to the Undergraduate Research office before you register for the 
summer sessions.  
 
6. WORK-IN-PROGRESS MEETINGS 
 
Artists and researchers in the humanities need the stimulation, encouragement and insight 
of their colleagues in the field.  To facilitate this important cooperation among Arts and 
Humanities Scholars, the Program requires that you participate in regular meetings in 
which you share briefly with one another in small groups the experiences you are having 
conducting your research projects.  This interaction with other Scholars is not only 
interesting in itself but is also helpful preparation for your presentation at the summer’s 
end (see p. 3).   
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As one literature Scholar describes her experience:  “I greatly enjoyed the weekly 
Humanities Scholars meetings.  Our student facilitator was kind, outgoing, and reassuring--
all important qualities to put us at ease when it came to discussing our own research.  
Everyone’s research sounded so interesting that I looked forward to each meeting.  I also 
became comfortable talking about my research, especially the second time around.”  A 
history Scholar made a similar point:  “These meetings helped me realize that the research 
process is one of variable pace, as everyone had their own slow periods and productive 
periods.  Additionally, the exchanges helped everyone avoid common pitfalls, as when I 
realized from one exchange that I might need to leave a day at the Library of Congress for 
orientating myself.”  Another Scholar explains the advantages of sharing:  “The requirement 
of presenting has forced me to self-examine and mold ideas that previously were only parts 
of casual conversations and introspective reasonings.  The opportunity to pace myself with 
the work of others and to give and receive criticism was invaluable.” 
 
Attendance:  Attendance at each of the meetings by every Scholar is required.  Do not make 
any other summer plans until you know the scheduled dates for the meetings.  If you are 
forced to miss a meeting date, contact the Undergraduate Research program assistant 
immediately; if possible your group’s meeting date for that week will be rescheduled so 
that you can be present. 
 
7.  SOCIAL GET-TOGETHERS  
  
Other Arts and Humanities Scholars, Social Science Scholars, and even Scholars in science 
and engineering, can also provide you with useful information and a stimulating 
exchange of ideas as well as emotional support.  So don’t miss opportunities to 
participate in the picnics, trips or other informal gatherings held over the summer.  “An 
added bonus to the entire program was the opportunity to enjoy the community of 
summer scholars in a purely social sense.” 
 
You will be given an opportunity to volunteer for the Scholars’ Social Committee.  To find 
out more about the summer social program for Scholars contact the Undergraduate 
Research office.    
 
8. CAMPUS PRIVILEGES  
  
As an Arts and Humanities Scholar you will be able to use on-campus housing and/or meal 
plan, on-campus parking, the Morris and branch libraries, Carpenter Sports Center, the 
outdoor pool, and the Student Health Center.  
 

a. Library 
 

Although it is not possible to obtain a library carrel for the summer, it is possible to 
avoid carrying around mountains of books.  First, request a locker in which to keep 
books at the library.  Locker assignments are available at the Circulation Desk.  
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Second, ask your faculty advisor if he or she is willing to request from Circulation an 
ÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÚÅÄ ÂÏÒÒÏ×ÅÒȭÓ ÃÁÒÄ for you for the duration of your summer working 
period.  An authorized borrower for a faculty member is checking out books on that 
faculty member’s card.  The advantage to the borrower is that the faculty extended-
loan privilege applies.  The faculty member is liable for anything borrowed on the 
authorized card. 

 
b.  University Housing 

 
On-campus housing is available to all summer undergraduate researchers.  Scholars 
choosing to live on campus will be housed together in the Undergraduate Research 
residence hall.  The ten-week rate will be $500 for one-half of a double room.  (Note 
that this housing is subsidized by the Undergraduate Research Program.  The actual 
cost for half of a double room is about $1,350 for ten weeks.) The undergraduate 
research residence halls for the summer will be announced in the spring.   
 
To apply for Undergraduate Research Housing, submit a request to the UR Office 
(not Special Sessions) as soon as possible after accepting your Scholar award.  
Scholar housing request forms will be available at the new Scholars’ orientation 
meeting.   
 
Payment for on-campus housing: If a Scholar lives in a double room in an 
Undergraduate Research residence hall on campus for ten weeks, the scholarship’s 
$500 housing allowance will cover the student’s room charges.  Ordinarily the 
housing allowance will be withheld from the second stipend check and transferred 
by the Undergraduate Research office to the Office of Conference Services, through 
whom the building is leased for the summer. 
 
International exchange students:  Approximately five exchange undergraduate 
researchersfrom Imperial College of the University of London will be in Newark 
during the summer, living on campus with the UD Summer Scholars.  Scholars living 
in the residence hall will have a special opportunity to foster international 
friendship and their own international awareness by extending hospitality to these 
and other foreign guests.  The UR Office would very much appreciate hearing from 
any Scholar who would like to room with one of the international students.  

   
c.  Meal Plan 
 

A meal plan is not required.  Points plans beginning at $150 may be purchased 
through the Undergraduate Research Program.  A full meal plan may be purchased 
from University Dining Services, Student Services Building. 
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d. On-Campus Parking  
 

If you will be living off-campus, in June you may purchase a gold parking sticker 
for the summer from the Dept. of Public Safety, 413 Academy Street.  In 2010, the 
price for a gold sticker will be $50.00 for one 5-week session or $84.00 for June 1 
through August 31.   

 
e. Summer ID Validation  

 
The summer ID validation which you will receive when you register for the  
zero-credit undergraduate research course in each summer session will entitle 
you to use the library, Carpenter Sports Center, outdoor pool and Student Health 
Center.  

 
9. ADVICE FROM EXPERIENCED SCHOLARS 
 
Although Arts and Humanities Scholars are chosen for their self-motivation and unusual 
achievement, most feel unsure of themselves during the first few weeks of the program.  
Arts and Humanities Scholars face a particular challenge in learning continually to adjust 
the focus of their investigations and to pace themselves while doing their research. “It took 
me a while to get into a comfortable groove,” many students report, “but eventually I came 
to understand my individual researching habits and my own limits.”  These comments by 
former Arts and Humanities Scholars include tips about dealing with your feelings the first 
few weeks, adjusting to the demands of research.  They concern learning creativity and 
initiative in the face of the unknown, finding and keeping a focus, learning to use 
research time and energy efficiently, and seeking out colleagues. 
 

a. Creativity and Initative  
   

“Research is very different from the independent studies I have done.  In an 
independent study, I usually want to explore a topic that is already well-examined but 
that is not covered in a conventional course.  I might approach the topic with a new 
angle, but I would rarely turn to original sources.  In addition, the professors with 
whom I have worked have been comfortable with the topics and have guided me 
through them.  This summer has been very different.  I have been researching an area 
that relates in important ways to my professor’s research, but which he has not 
explored.” 

 
b. Focus 

 
“An important part of the experience was in learning that questions lead in many 
different directions.” 
 
“It is the narrowing process, I think, that is more daunting that the uncovering process.  
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Deciding what to include and what to pursue will be the most difficult work of this 
project.” 

 
“This type of free-form program has the draw-back of stimulating the desire to go off 
in all directions at once.  Fortunately my professor was able to suggest scholarly works 
which helped to keep my studies in focus.  Without such works as these, my summer 
could have been swallowed up in the pursuit of minor details and explications instead 
of being used to address current scholarship and theories critically against the 
primary questions of relevance to the text.” 

 
c. Time and Energy 

 
Learning to structure research time and tasks can a big challenge in the transition 
from student to researcher. Facing the combination of potentially endless research 
tasks and the fact that these tasks must be largely self-invented and directed, some 
students find themselves wishing that they could take a class or hold a job for a few 
hours each week just to have someone else structure some of their time for them.  
Below are some comments shared by former Scholars on this aspect of the research 
learning experience:   
 
“Learning to budget my time has been important.  I had problems knowing how to go 
about it at first.” 
 
“It did not take me long to learn that I could not read eight hours a day, five days a 
week.  I was going crazy.  After the discussing the problem with my advisor, we decided 
that as long as I got the work done, the number of hours per day or per week was not 
that important.  This is not to say that I slacked off and did not work hard; I just paced 
myself.  If I was not getting anything accomplished on some day, then I would just stop 
working.  I learned that I got more (and better) work done when I wanted to work and 
could concentrate than when I was working simply because I thought I had to.” 
 
“Emphasize what ‘work’ the Humanities Scholar's stipend is for.  We are not paid for 
man hours; we are paid for intellectual energy and focus.  I think if I had realized that 
from the beginning, I would have found a productive pattern earlier.” 
 
“I always took a break every two hours to get away from research, rest my mind and 
continue afresh.”  Another student suggested, “If I was not motivated, it was useless to 
force myself to read.  At such time, I found it to be far more productive to go to the pool 
for an hour.” 
 
“If I ran out of things my advisor had told me to do and was not scheduled to meet with 
him until the next week, I learned to think more deeply about what needed to be 
done…to find new secondary sources to consult, to fill in more of my background in the 
‘tertiary’ literature, to take the time to write a speculative piece about where the 
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project was, or could be, going.  If I really ran out of ideas, I could email my sponsor to 
let him know I was through his list and needed more guidance toward the next steps.” 
 

d.  Colleagues 
 

“I found the solitude occasionally overwhelming.  One factor that made working alone 
more bearable was the availability of other professors who knew of my project and 
were willing to offer advice or just give me a fresh perspective when I needed it.  
Future Scholars may find it worth their time to send a letter out at the beginning of the 
summer to all faculty members in their respective fields of study, describing their 
projects and requesting any assistance available from those who will be in Delaware 
for the summer 

 
10.   ARTS, HUMANITIES, SOCIAL SCIENCES & CHEP IN VIEW 
 
As the culminating event of the summer, the Arts and Humanities Scholars, together with 
the Scholars in the Social Science and CHEP Program, present their research-in-progress in 
an informal symposium of brief talks called Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences in View.  
The symposium is held over a three-day period.  In the audience are the presenters’ faculty 
research advisors, other faculty from their major departments and members of the 
University administration as well as the Scholars themselves and friends and family 
members invited by the Scholars.  Presenters receive guidance from the Undergraduate 
Research summer program assistant as well as from their faculty sponsors in preparing 
their talks. 
 
 
11.  UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH OFFICE 
  
Remember that the Undergraduate Research Office is open all summer, and we are always 
interested to know how your summer is going.   We are also a good source of support and 
problem solving when you run into puzzles.  
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  VI.  ACADEMIC YEAR RESPONSIBILITIES  
  
  
TIME COMMITMENT  
  
As an Arts and Humanities Scholar, you are committed to continue working with your 
faculty member part-time during your the academic year following your summer as a 
Scholar.  Your continuing research is important in two respects:  (1) your growing 
knowledge and skills will enable you to comprehend more fully the relation of the 
individual tasks you are performing to the project as a whole and can thus lead you into an 
independent project for a senior thesis; (2) your improved knowledge and skills make your 
contribution to the project increasingly valuable to your sponsor who has already invested 
much time and energy in your apprenticeship.  
  
You are required to commit three credits’ worth of time to your academic-year research 
assistance.   
 
    
CREDIT  
 
Although you are not required actually to register for the credits, if you are depending on 
undergraduate research to fulfill your Discovery Learning Experience graduation 
requirement, you will need to take three actual credits of research at some point.  Please 
refer to the DLE website regarding this requirement. http://www.ugs.udel.edu/dle  
 
Scholars in most departments earn a “major elective” credit towards their bachelor’s 
degrees for the research they complete during the academic year.   
 
Seniors: 
 If you spent the summer after your junior  year as a Scholar, and you will be 

continuing your research as a senior thesis for the Honors Degree with Distinction or 
the Degree With Distinction, then your required 3 credits are part of the 6 senior 
thesis credits (UNIV-401 and UNIV-402). 

 
 If you will not be doing a thesis, you must register for three credits of 466 in your 

faculty sponsor's department, using your faculty sponsor’s “special problems” section 
number.  You may register during any term:  fall, winter, or spring.  Use a titling sheet 
to indicate a title for your research project and to indicate whether you wish to earn a 
letter grade or a pass-fail grade for the three credits. 

 
Juniors: 
 If you spent the summer after your sophomore year as a Scholar, register for three 

credits of 366 in your faculty sponsor's department, using your faculty sponsor’s 
“special problems” section number.  You may register during any term:  fall, winter, or 

http://www.ugs.udel.edu/dle
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spring.  Use a titling sheet to indicate a title for your research project and to indicate 
whether you have elected to earn a letter grade or a pass-fail grade for the three 
credits. 

 
 
ELIGIBILITY FOR SUPPLY-AND-EXPENSE GRANTS  
  
All undergraduate researchers, including Arts and Humanities Scholars, are eligible to 
apply for supply-and-expense grants of up to $150 per student per semester ($250 for 
seniors writing theses) to help defray the cost of photocopying, transportation to libraries 
and to professional meetings, film or developing, art supplies, and other expendable 
supplies and equipment.  Application forms are available at the Undergraduate Research 
Office.  Due dates are October 1 for the fall semester and February 23 for the spring 
semester.  
  
 
WINTER SESSION HOUSING ON-CAMPUS  
  
Students residing in on-campus residence halls will be billed a $500 housing fee for Winter 
Session regardless of the type of room or area of campus.  Students living in the residence 
halls during Winter Session for 4-5 weeks pay the full $500 Winter Session housing fee; 
students staying in the residence halls for 1-3 weeks pay $250; students staying in the 
residence halls for less than one week will pay $30 per day. Residents of halls other than 
apartments must purchase one of the full meal plans.  Students who will not be staying in 
the residence halls during Winter Session will not be charged the Winter Session housing 
fee.  For more information, contact Housing Assigment Services at (302) 831-2853, or visit 
http://www.udel.edu/winter/.   
 
 
 
SENIOR THESIS 
 
Although it is not a requirement of the program, many Arts and Humanities Scholars use 
the research they have done in the summer as the basis for a senior thesis for a Degree with 
Distinction or Honors Degree with Distinction.  If you are considering doing a senior thesis, 
you may note what Scholars had to say: 
 
 “It seems to me that a period of research such as the summer provided by the 

Humanities Scholar program is almost indispensable if one wishes to get a research 
project off the ground; there simply isn’t enough time during regular semesters.” 

http://www.udel.edu/winter/
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 VII.  EVALUATIONS 
  
 
Once at the end of the summer and once again at the end of the academic year, both you 
and your faculty sponsor are required to submit evaluation letters in which you describe 
your experiences in the Program and make recommendations for its improvement.  These 
letters are completely confidential.  They are carefully reviewed by the Program’s 
Coordinators and form the basis for Program development from year to year.  
 
If your working commitment as a Scholar is over at the end of your junior year, you will be 
required to submit one more (very brief) evaluation at the end of your senior year.  This 
“Senior Final Evaluation” is due at the Undergraduate Research office before you graduate. 
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 VIII.  DIRECTORY OF EXPERIENCED SCHOLARS 
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Name    Faculty Sponsor Project Title 
 
Art 
Esteban Pilonieta  David Meyer  The United States' "Backyard" 
EMPV@UDEL.EDU  
 
James Proctor   Ashley Pigford  Data in Translation: Interactive Audio Installation 
23513@UDEL.EDU  
 
Zachary Hook-Bluett  Ashley Pigford  Audio Visual Communications: Sound and Images as Art 
ZBLUETT@UDEL.EDU  
 
Benjamin Lenoir  Troy Richards  Home:  From Origin to Destination 
78813@UDEL.EDU  
 
Alexandra Push  Robert Straight Natural Singularity 
23556@UDEL.EDU  
 
Rachel Kozlowski  Robert Straight Geometric Abstraction: the Layering and Interaction of Shapes to Create Form 
RDKOZ@UDEL.EDU  
 
Danielle Galietti  Edward Winn  From Digital Back To Analog: Exploring Nostalgia (Digital Killed the Analog Star) 
524@UDEL.EDU  
 
Art History 
Ruth Osborne Wendy Bellion  Native Americans through the Eyes of N.C. Wyeth: the Outing Magazine, American  
22711@UDEL.EDU      Illustration, and the Romantic Illusions of Early 20th Century American Popular 
Culture 
 
English 
Sarah Cornwell   Deborah Alvarez Literacy in Post-Katrina Recovery Districts 
10339@UDEL.EDU  
 
Lauren House   Mahasveta Barua Katha: Investing in the Alleviation of Poverty through Education and the Economic  
17600@UDEL.EDU      Empowerment of Women 
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Name    Faculty Sponsor Project Title 
 
%ÎÇÌÉÓÈ ɉÃÏÎÔȭÄɊ 
Alyson Kuritzky  Heyward Brock Domestic Violence Law in the State of New York 
AKURITZK@UDEL.EDU  
 
Molly Yborra   James Dean  Chaucer’s Troilus and Criseyde: A Manuscript Study 
YBORRA@UDEL.EDU  
 
Amanda Brizendine  James Dean  Chaucer’s Troilus and Criseyde: A Manuscript Study 
ABRIZ@UDEL.EDU  
 
Lindsay Adami   Christopher Penna The Post World War I Britain of the Modernist Novel: A Study of Setting and 
Characters 
06872@UDEL.EDU  
 
Aimee Church   Harris Ross  Censorship in the American Film Industry: An Exploration and Analysis of the Film 
ACHURCH@UDEL.EDU     Industry Before and After the Enactment of the Hays Code. 
 
Allison Myers   Elaine Safer  From Aleichem to Allen: the Jewish Comedian in Popular Culture 
22200@UDEL.EDU  
 
Foreign Language and Literatures 
Mark Rossettie   Vincent Martin  A Personal Zenith of Spanish Colonial Baroque Drama: Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz and 
24334@UDEL.EDU      Los empeños de una casa 
 
Mary McCartin   Meredith Ray  Caterina Sforza: A Renaissance Woman of Science and Politics  
marymcc@udel.edu  
 
History 
Coleen Thornley  James Brophy  Eugenics in Interwar Europe and America  
CMTHORNL@UDEL.EDU  
 
Jillian Staurowsky  Edward Johanningsmeier Portrayals of Stalin and Stalinism in American Popular Culture and the 
CPUSA: 27836@UDEL.EDU      1928-1933 
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Name    Faculty Sponsor Project Title 
 
(ÉÓÔÏÒÙ ɉÃÏÎÔȭÄɊ 
Kate Walker   David Shearer  Immigration in the Russian Federation 
kwalker@udel.edu  
 
Music 
Karen Hauge   Suzanne Burton What Does it Mean to Be Musical?: An Examination of Musical Self-Perception 
16708@UDEL.EDU  
 
Andrew Tremblay  Suzanne Burton Global Approaches to Instrumental Music Teacher Education 
ADT@UDEL.EDU  
 
Christopher Gage  David Herman  Following in the Footsteps: Sir Charles Villiers Stanford and His Students at the 
Royal 14181@UDEL.EDU     College of Music after the English Musical Renaissance  
 
Marion Jacob   Russell Murray  Musicians of Nazi Occupied Europe 
JACOBM@UDEL.EDU  
 
Eric Daino   Brian Stone  The Double Bass: A Technical Study of Timbre  
10844@UDEL.EDU  
 
Philosophy 
Tara Rhoades   George Draper  Habeas Corpus, Due Process, and National Security: Scalia v. Thomas on the Original 
23894@UDEL.EDU      Understanding of the Federal Government's National Security Power 
 
Womens Studies 
Cassandra Eros  Margaret Stetz  "I Must Speak To No One": Contemporary Female Adaptations of Dracula and The 
13353@UDEL.EDU      Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde 
 
 
 
 
 
 


